
Mr. Jams 8, O’Connell 
HanagIng Editor 
THIHK Hagazine 
590 Madloon Avenue 
New York 22, How York 

Oear Mr. O’Connell: 

Thsnk you for your letter of September 12. I appreciate your Interest, 

.;. ~,:wk,_ which ts-tstO-; In the significsnce of exobiology. However, i have 
already Bxpressed my views on several occasions and doubt that I can 
add to these reflections, or to the well-formed consensus of my colleagues, 
e.g. the Space Science Board of the Bat ional Academy of Sciences in 
several reports. 

There is, however, another 8rea of crucial interest that warrants much 
closer attention thtn ft has so far received, either from scientists 
or camrun ty ieadershfps. I refer to the lmpendlng evoiutiooery crisis 
which srtrer from the application of biological scitice to man himself. 
if this topfc is worth thinking ebout in more sober tones then the daily 
press repe8tediy shouts, 1 wouId be glad to arrange an interview. The 
format of your intervtew with General Clay would suft very well; that, 
is, explicit quotatlon, so there can be no confuslon between my own 
remarks and your reporter’s Interpretation. I hope it is not a fatuous 
suggestion that your reporter have some background in biology to give 
8s serious eccount of such matters, as you would Say, of U.S. fiscei 
policy from an interview with Secretary Dillon. 

Cordial iy, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 
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